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Canada Investigates

Charges of Indian
Covert Operations

Newspaper Says Sikhs Were Infiltrated

By Herbert H. Denton

Washington Post Foreign Service

TORONTO, Nov. 21—Canadian
officials are investigating charges

that the Indian government has
gded out illegal intelligence opera-

in Canada that ma li

in the local Sikh community.

s here confirmed tonight a
report in today’s Toronto Globe and
Mail that Canadian officials believe
the Indian.government agents have
operated cgvertlz here for more
than t| sars and_seemed t
working to discredit Canadian-

based groups pressing for a_sepa-
Sikh homelaod in 1ndi

r

Indian High Commissioner SJ.S.
Chatwal vehemently denied the re-
port, saying, “The whole thing to-
our mind i$ completely baseless and
goes to almost being nonsense.”

But Canadian External Affairs

Ministry spokesman Sean Brady, in ..

a carefully worded statement, made
no similar blanket denial.

“We have made it cléar on.pre- .
vious occasions that any improper
activity by foreign representa’tiVesi
from any country which wq“ .
terfere in the lives of CanadiaWiitl:
izens and residents, if confirmed, s
inappropriate,” Brady said. “We
continue to monitor these matters:
closely through the - concerned
agencies of the Canadian go
ment, and we would take app;:;q
ate actions as required.”

Another official statement, by the-
Royal Canadian Mounted Police,
disputed only one part of the exten~
sively detailed article. The Moun+
ties said there was no “substance og
foundation” to the assertion in the
Globe and Mail that Canadian inves~
tigators now believe Indian govern<
ment agents may have been respon~
sible both for the crash of an Air+
India jet off the coast of Ireland last:
June and the explosion on the same:
day of a suitcase at Tokyo s Narita:
airport.
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Two baggage handlers were:
killed in Japan and all 329 passen-
gers and crew perished in the Air«
India crash. Both the luggage and
the Air-India flight had originated in
Canada.

Canadian officials were known to
be probing several other allegations
in the newspaper account, which
included assertions that:

w At least four Indian government

intelligence operatives also workgd
under diplomati

consulates in Toronto and Vancou-
ver.
@ Some of those agents may have
been zesponsible for fomenting vi-
olence during a Sikh rally in To-
ronto three years ago in which a
police constable of Indian origin was
shot and wounded.
a Other agents, posing as religious
zealots, had infiltrated and taken
over one Sikh organization and
turned it into a fanatical group.
Sources here indicated that the
aim of the purported Indian intei-
ligence activity may hd\e heen to

create divisions _amon atists
and to outflank the mamstream sep-
aratist _movement with extremist
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expected to te discussed further
when Canadian Secretary for Fx-
rernal Affairs jee Clark visits india
ilext month.

Sources here mdicate that Cana-

dian otficials have been displeased
tor some time about the reported
[ndian intelligence operations but
have been reluctant to move to shut
them down because of concerg that

they might appear to the public to
have been linked to the two airline

Chatwal said that the oply time
Indian  government _intelligence
agents had come to Canada was
shortly after the two airline inci-
dents. He said the “three or four”
who came stayed for less than two
weeks and were involved only in
exchanging information with Cana-
dian nvestigators probing the in-
cidents.

Jerry Cummings, <pokesman for
the Canadian Security [atelligence
Service, declined tv comment on
Chatwal's remarks and said that he
would neither confirm nor deny that
an investigation had been launched
into rhe acuvities of Indian govern-

roups.

Indian diplomats have complained
privately in the past that Canadian
officials have not done enough to
protect them from physical attacks
by separatists and have indicated
that they did not believe either U.S.
or Canadian officials had been sut-
ficiently aggressive in pursuing Sikh
terrorism.

At the Commonwealth confer-
ence in September, Indian Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi expr-ssed to
Prime Minister Brian Mulroneyv his
country’s concerns about the acriy-
ities of Sikh separatists in C.:nada.
The two agreed tentatively o an
extradition treaty next vear that
would be retroactive. The matter is

ment 1gents here.
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